CHAPTER IV
THE RALLY OF THE EMPIRE
SEVERAL times in the history of Europe when a king or
emperor had sought to stamp his iron heel on the Continent
preparatory to dictating to the whole world, Britain with her
Navy and troops had intervened to prevent the tyrant from
achieving his purpose. The last occasion was when Napoleon
made a bid for world power, only to see his over-weening
ambition staggered at the battle of Trafalgar, and shattered
on the field of Waterloo.
Now the Kaiser, the royal bully in excelsis, had let loose
the dogs of war with the certainty that there would be a most
titanic struggle. At the very outset it embroiled Germany
and Austria on the one side, and Great Britain, France, Belgium,
Russia, and Serbia on the other, involving armies that totalled
nearly 20,000,000 men. Before the war was a month old Japan
added her navy to the Allies' shipping strength. In November
Turkey threw in her lot with Germany, as did Bulgaria in
the next year, while Italy made war on Austria.
Britain apparently was supreme on water, but compared
to continental armies, her land forces were woefully inadequate.
Our Regular Army consisted of 156,000 men, and the Reserves,
209,000. The Territorials numbered 251,000, but they
would require months of training before being ready for the
line of battle.
Lord Kitchener, who had been British Agent in Egypt
since 1911, was paying a visit to England when war broke out,
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